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MEDALLIC MEMORIALS OF THE GREAT COMETS, 
AND THE POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS CONNECTED WITH THEIR APPEARANCE. 
BY DAVID L. WALTER. 
[Continued from Vol. XXIV, 
IIL. THE COMET UPON A VERY RARE MEDAL OF CARDINAL HIPPOLYTE 
DEI MEDICI, BORN 1511, DIED 1535. 


Hipporyte de’ Medici was a natural son of Julian II, and great-grandson 
of Cosmo de’ Medici. He was born in 1511; and in 1529 his cousin, Pope 
Clement VII, notwithstanding his youth—he being then only eighteen years 
old—his illegitimacy, and his dissolute habits, which totally unfitted him for 
such positions, appointed him Cardinal, Vice Chancellor of the Church, and 
Adiainistrator of the Bishopric of Avignon. An extraordinary appointment 
truly, even for a Medici! Hippolyte appears to have been an exceedingly 
strange ecclesiastic otherwise. Sent to the Emperor Charles V, as an Envoy 
to induce him to declare war against the Turks, he himself raised a regiment 
of Hungarians and fought in Hungary against the unbelievers. This, accord- 
ing to historians, was the only creditable action of his career. He spent 
the remainder of his short life in debauchery and in conspiracy against 
the Pope, Paul III, who had refused him some favors, after Hippolyte as 
Cardinal had been instrumental in his election to the pontificate; and Alex- 
ander de’ Medici, whom Hippolyte thought was unjustly preferred to himself 
in the government of the Republic. The latter, Hippolyte attempted to 
assassinate by means of an infernal machine. Betrayed by an accomplice, he 
fled to a place near Tivoli, where, while in concealment, he died at the age 
of twenty-four years ; not without suspicions of his having been poisoned by 
Alexander de’ Medici. When to these details of so short a career historians'* 
add that he always dressed like a cavalier, wore a sword, went to the hunting 


1 See Nouvelle Biog. Gen.; Varchi, Istoria Fiorentina; Auberi, Histoire des Cardinaux. 
VOL. XXIV. 7 
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field, visited the theatres very often, and the Church very seldom, a strange 
picture of a Prince of the Church is presented. The medz al is thus described. 

Bare-headed bust to right. Exergue, a wreath. Legend, HIPPOLYTVS 


A Comet with a long tail amid many stars. Legend, INTER OMNES. 


oD 


A specimen of this rare and possibly t unique medal was in my collection when 
this paper was written, and was with nearly all my medals of Comets stolen therefrom 
August, 1889. It is of bronze, cast (and tooled?) and has a very heavy corded rim, 
which appears to have been cast with the medal, but may have been soldered on. 

Phe reve egend is evidently from the verse of Horace quoted in the descrip- 
tion of the Julian Comet (¢.v.), “Micat inter omnes,” etc. It is possible that this 

t hosen because his father’s name was Julian. 
A nd speaks of this medal; says he had heard of it but never saw it. While 
t tly enough typify the erratic course of Hippolyte, the base flattery 
ot | ript the reverse of the medal (evi lently intended to convey the idea 
ft Caesa ; characteristic of the low condition of the 
( e venality ol medalist 


Vv. THE COMETS OF 1556 AND 1558. 


\TION? AND) DEATH OF THE EMPEROR CHARLES V. 
MI OF 1506 AND 153 

| arch of the age casting off his regal robes and assum- 
i e ol nk; changing his palaces for the monastery of St. Justus; 
my for that of Brother of the Order! What wonder 
that 1 world of the time, full of faith in the mysteries of divine 
I ind belief in the ‘ire ct interference of God in the affairs of the 
ought for some sign of supernatural origin to account for 

t rrence. 
| Cr t! what better sion could there be? And most writers are 
agreed that the Comet of 1556 and the fear that it indicated his approaching 
end, induced the Emperor to retire to the monastery. M. Guillemin quotes 


the Cometographie, to the effect that when the Emperor saw the Comet he 
doubted not that his end was near. He is said by another writer to have 
exclaimed, ‘“‘ His ergo indiciis me mea fata vocant” (This is a sign to me 
that my fate calls me), and that therefore he ceded the imperial crown to his 
brother Ferdinand a few months later, having already given the throne of 
Spain to his son Philip. On the other hand, it is asserted that he abdicated 
in 1555, and could not have been affected as above described by the Comet 
of 1556. Van Loon, quoting good authors, gives the date of his investiture 
of Philip as King of Spain and the Nethe rlands, October 25, 1555. 

The author of a rare and curious little work entitled “E pitome de la 
Vida y Hechos del Invicto Emperador Carlos V,” which work was originally 
published in 1622, and from which we shall have occasion to quote freely, 
says that the formal renunciation of the Emperor was on the 16th of January, 
1556 (that is, of the empire), so that it is possible that his giving up the 
empire was caused or hastened by the Comet, and the inscriptions on the 
medals would be very appropriate to his state of mind and apprehension of 
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approaching death if such were the case. But as only one medal is dated, 
and that is of 1558 (date of his death), we will describe them together. 

As to the great Comet of 1558 there is no dispute. It unquestionably 
announced the death of the Emperor according to all the contemporaneous 
It was seen in the Netherlands (accofding to Van Loon) about the 
end of August. (It was visible in England August 4th.) The author of the 
Epitome thus refers to it: ‘‘ Predixo la muerte de Carlos. . vn Cometa: al 
principio de la enfermedad se inclind al Setentrion, al fin se fixo en il mismo 
Monasterio, y desparecio en muriendo Carlos,” etc. (The death of Charles 
was foretold by a Comet. At the beginning of his sickness it inclined to 
the north, at the end it became fixed over the Monastery itself, and disappeared 
when Charles was dying.) It is related that this terrible Comet announced 
not only the death of Charles, but of three kings, four queens, the Pope, the 
Doge of Venice, ten cardinals, two electors, and many others of high degree, 
who all died during the same fatal year (Van Loon, quoting Ulloa, Leven van 
K. Karel, z. e. Life of the Emperor [Kaiser] Karl). Van Mieris gives in 
Dutch an account of this Comet almost identical with that of the Spanish 
author above quoted from.' The medals may be described as follows: 


writers. 


The Comet as a blazing five-pointed star, surrounded by rays, and 
to the king's 


1. Obverse. 
crowned. Legend, MONSTRANT ° 
the way 2. e. to heaven.) 

Reverse. A cypress, the 
Legend, AEQVITAS + AEQVALITAS * # 
A. S. Copper. 

The idea is somewhat obscure ; the meaning may possibly be, that in death there 
is equality, and thereafter equal justice. 

Our plate II, No. 1. Van Loon I, 23. 

2. Obdverse. Adoration of the Infant by the three kings; overhead the Comet. 
Exergue, * MONSTRANT * | * REGIBVS * AST | RA * VIAM* (The stars show to the kings the 
way,) referring alike to the Comet then visible and the Star of Bethlehem. 

Reverse. (The Judge of the Universe.) God in judgment over a man and woman 
and the world. Legend, REDDE * RATIONEM | VILLICATIONIS | TVE ‘ Lvc. * 16. * (Render 
an account of thy stewardship. Luke 16: [2.]) Copper jeton. 30mm. 19 A.S. 

Van Mieris, III, p. 442, No.1. Neumann, 34,053. Our plate II, No. 2. 

3. Obverse. Bust of Philip II surrounded by a wreath instead of legend. 

Reverse. As obverse of No. 2. Copper jeton. 30mm. I9A.5S. 

Van Mieris, III, p. 442, No. 2. Neumann, 34,054. Our plate II, No. 2 A. 


REGIBVS * ASTRA ‘ VIAM (The stars show 
dividing the date in field 15-58. 


emblem of mourning, 5 
)mm. 19 


+ & + (Equity Equality). 


o1ze 3 


+ 


There is a jeton of 1562. 
4. Obdverse. Bust of Philip II to right. 


1562 (Jeton of the Finance Bureau.) 
Reverse. As obverse of No. 2. 


Legend, G DV BVREAV DES FINANCES. 


believe that these warnings contain any 


jhe experience of thousands of years h 


certainty ; that 


1 Van Loon, quoting Strada, says that a like Comet 
as given credit * 


had appeared before the death of the Emperor’s wife in 


1539; he might have added, and before the death of his 
father Philip in 1506. The “Epitome” gives a very 
curious account of the latter Comet, as follows: Pro- 
nosticd su muerte vn Cometa palido, que dias ante se 
mostrd al Poniente, y el mismo Rey lo obserud en 
Tudela. Que contengan certeza estes anuncios no lo 
creo, que la experiencia de millares de afios les ha 
dado credito, es sin duda. (His death was foretold by a 
pale Comet which appeared in the West days before, 
and the king himself observed it in Tudela. I do not 


to them is unquestionable.) 

As to the Comet of 1539, the same work says, speak- 
ing of the death of the Empress Isabel: No faltado 
las sefiales que suelen prevenir tan grandes sucessos 
pues aquel dia huo eclipse de sol aparecio uno 
Cometa notable. that usually foretell such 
grave events did not fail that day, there was an eclipse 
of the sun and a notable Comet appeared.) 

2 We represent the ornaments on these pieces as 
closely as possible with the type obtainable. 


rm 
(The signs 
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[1 1 collection, probably the old die used for reverse or copied. Our 
II, N 5} 
Val ris says, “‘Dewyl] eene Ster, toen de Zaligmaaker der Waereld gebooren 
\\ n uit het Oosten den weg wees, en aantoonde op welke plaats zy dien 
Koni r Jooden konden aanbidden, heeftmen de Star en de gemelde Wyzen, op de 
vool n eersten, hunne gaaven aan den Zaligmaaker offerende af cebeeld ; en 
omdat diergelyke Star ook den Keizer Karel tot eenen voorbode zyner “Hemelsche 
reize streckte, en sommige willen dat de voorneemde Wyzen koningen geweest zyn, 
le n n opzigt van de zelven als van andere gekroonde Hoofden, dit byschrift 
op den vorgroond MONSTRANT REGIBVS ASTRA VIAM. 
“Op de keerzy is het laatste Oordeel en de opsti und der Dooden afgescheft, en 
dewyl] ieder rekenschap van zynen handel moet geeven, en de Keizer tot dit einde twee 
in eenzamheid geleeft ha at, om zich met zynen Hemelschen Vader te verzoenen, 
tmen ter vermaanige van allen, inzonderheid van die in 't bestier der Landen zyn, 
onder het | werk deezen Bybel spreuk, REDDE RATIONEM VILLICATIONIS TUE.” 
Because a Star, when the Saviour of the world was born, showed the way to the 
place where they could worship the King of the Jews to the wise men out of the East, 
the star and the wise men offering their gifts are portrayed on the obverse of the first 
medal {our No, 2,] and because a like star also served as a harbinger of his heavenly 
journey to the Emperor Charles V, and some will have it that the wise men were 
kings, they added the inscription referring as well to them as to other crowned heads, 
MONSTRANT, etc., The stars show to the kings the way.) 


On the reverse is the last judgment and the resurrection of the dead, and as 
every one must give an account of his doings, and the Emperor had lived two years in 
solitude for the purpose of reconciling himself with his heavenly Father, we find as a 
warning toa I, and particularly to those in whose hands the government of countries 
is placed, the Scripture text, REDDE, etc., Render an account of thy stewardship.) 

V. THE COMET OF 1577-78. 


COMET OF THE ARCHDUKE MATHIAS. 


The Dutch jetons commemorating this Comet (I know of no other 
medallic memorials), at the same time celebrate the coming into the Nether- 
lands of the A pee Mathias, brother of the Emperor Rudolph. Mathias 
had been invited by many Catholic noblemen, who feared the ascendency of 
the Protestant ei in of Orange, and yet were op posed to Don John of 
Austria, the Governor for Philip I] of Spain, to come into the Netherlands 
and assume the Governor-Generalship ; Mathias being the nephew of Philip 
as well as brother of the Emperor. Mathias, still under age, fearing that the 
Emperor, his brother, would be averse to the scheme from dread of offending 
Philip 11, and would prevent his acceptance of the office, slipped out of his 
hamber at night (October 3, 1577), in his nightdress and barefooted, and left 
Vienna the same night disguised as a servant, with his face blackened. 
He arrived at Cologne atte nded only by two gentlemen and a few servants. 
Don John of Austria (the Governor) was naturally furious, and the Emperor 
(M: angel brother) affected to be so, although some writers seem to think 
that he was not so ignorant of Mathias’ journey as he pretended to be. 

[he Queen of England (Elizabeth), who was the ally of the States at 
the time, informed the States General through her minister, that she would 
withdraw her aid from them if the Prince of Orange were deposed from the 
leadership, ‘ for on him only did she rely for a favorable result of the war and 
the troubles in the Netherlands.” The representative of the States General 
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inswered, that ‘ 
General, with a Comat il of native Netherlanders, th 
would be safe, and that through the influence of hi 






to acquiesce, and thus all further trouble avoided.” 








Other historians give other dates to this event, as t 





And this is history ! ! tT 
The medals dated 1578 were probably struck 
I} lals dated 1578 probably | 







figure-head by his signature to the Declarations 
and the real ruler (Orange), had demanded of him. 







great work of Motley. Particularly noticeable are 





‘“Triumphante Inkomst van Mathias,” by Jean H: 







Entry, that when we read them we seem to witn 







the streets strewn with flowers, although it was Jar 
tres were erected upon the square, fille d with the 
the Dutch ‘“‘ Rhetorical Societies” were so fond of 







portend good in this instance ? 

On the other hand, there is a very curious 
archives, which is quoted by Motley also. It was 
Landgrave William of Hesse to John Casimir, the 
asked his advice as to marchins g into the Nethe 









John of Nassau, brother of William of Orange, 






Mathias into Brussels, which is also described with 


Lord Chesterfield, who arranged the reception cer 
on the occasion of the entry of the Prince of Orange. 
valuable work, Houwaart had also composed many 
sixteen books, prescribing to young folks the rules of duty which they ought 
to follow when married. So vivid are the descriptions of the Triumphal 
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‘the great nobles thought that by making Mathias Governor- 
e he ‘rties of t 
1is brother, 


53 


he country 


the Emperor, 


who would no doubt be easily reconciled, the Spanish king might be induced 


Che English representa- 


tive answered e mphatically, that unless the Prince of Orange was appointed 
Lieutenant-General for the Archduke, the Queen would withdr: iw her aid. 
The medals described hereafter were no doubt struck by the Catholic party ; 
those of 1577 when Mathias first came into the Netherlands. They are 
dated November 14, and that according to Van Loon was the date on which 
the Prince of Orange met Mathias and solemnly welcomed him to Antwerp. 


he 11th and 21st Novem- 


ber, and still others the 17th of December. (See them quoted by Van Loon.) 


when Mathias made his 


which the 


Triumphal Entry into Brussels in that year, after being reduced to a mere 
States General 


The details of the career 


of Mathias in the Netherlands are most accessible to English readers in the 


the accounts of the entry 


yuWaart, 
emonies 


great detail in the 
a sort of Dutch 
as he had done 
Besides the aforesaid 
plays and poems, and 


‘ss the scene itself. We 


almost hear the music of the many bands, the gorgeous cavalcade passes 
before us, we behold the fair ladies in the balconies from which 
stuffs of the Orient, the blazing torches, although it was broad daylight, and 


hang the rich 


vuary. Twenty-four thea- 
allegorical tableaux which 
representing. And the 


Comet was seized upon by the medalist as a fitting reverse, 


letter still 
by the 


written 


for did it not 


extant in the 
Protestant 


Prince Palatine, who had 


‘rlands. 


The Landgrave 
dissuades him from interme .ddling in the confusum chaos of Ne the rland- poli- 
tics, particularly as the Duke d’ Ale *ncon had invaded the country ; and says: 

‘Summa der Comett und die grosse prodijia so diesz gahr | pad 6 nn 7 
wollen thre wirckung haben. Gott gebe das sie zu eynen guten ende lauffen. 
(Above all the Comet and the gre at prodigies seen this year will have their 
effect. God grant that they may lead to a good ending.) 


werden” 


Again, when 


asked the advice of the 


worthy Landgrave (which he did not follow whe n he got it) as to taking 
office in the Netherlands, he counselled him in his usual home ly f 


fashion 
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‘not to dip his fingers in the o//a podrida.” He believed that the horrors of 
the rule of the Duke of Alva and Requesens were but a prelude to the 
misfortunes yet to befall the Netherlands, and as a reason for his cheerful 
prediction again assigned “the Comet.” 


> o 


Van Loon, Vol. I, »39-247 ; Motley (Harper's edition), Vol. ITT, 343-349. 


As to the Comet itself the details are meagre, Van Loon only saying 
(Frene hy edition ) that the reverses of the medals allude toa frightful Comet 
(une Comete affreuse) that commenced to appear in the heavens the 11th of 
November at the 15th degree of Aries. It was as large as Venus and drew 
after it a tail of fire thirty degrees long and extending from the East to the 
West. 

The medals are as follows, all Holland jetons of copper, and all size 


30 mm., about 19 A. S., except when otherwise noted. 


A. MEDALS WITH DATE NOVEMBER 14, 1577. 


1. Odverse. The Archduke ina chariot (quadriga) driving four horses at great 
speed ; underneath are clouds, in his left hand is a whip, one of the horses rears, and 
his head is visible above those of the other three; overhead is the sun. Legend, 
SPEM * FERT * MATHIAS 1577. 14. NO(vember) + (Mathias brings hope) ; no signs of an 
inner circle. 

Reverse. A landscape by the sea, two pieces of land, one in the bottom, small, 
with a tower or lighthouse, and one larger above, also with towers; between them the 
sea, and in the upper land the mouth of a river ; above all an immense Comet, under 
which are clouds and in the centre a dot. Legend, OFFENSI x NVMINIS ‘ ASTRVM* * 
(the star of offended divinity.) Traces of an inner circle. 


Plate II, fig 


>° 


3, from a specimen in my own collection. 


2. Obverse. Very similar to No. 1. The sun is in the upper centre of the coin. 
no small piece of land above the letters in exergue. Legend, *SPEM '%* FERT ‘*° 
MATHIAS °1577'°14°NO:*. 

Reverse. Similar to No. 1, but the landscape is better executed, with more 
clouds, no inner circle and vo dot. The legend commences on the left hand side, not 
on the top as in No, I ; * OFFENSI ‘4° NVMINIS *#* ASTRVM ‘#° 

Van Loon, I, 2391; our plate II, No. 4. 

There is a variety described in Pestilentia in Nummis, which differs from 
the above in having only a dot after ASTRvM, and a little lily on the reverse (which is 
like our No. 1), but it has simply periods between the words of the obverse (in which 
it varies from our No. 1). 


3. Obverse. “An entirely different design, representing the Archduke in a 
chariot, etc., as before, within a sharply defined inner circle of fine dots. Legend, 
between the outer and inner circles, SPEM * FERT * MATHIAS *." Ao 1577: 14 N(o?) 
(The only variety with a° = Anno), 

Reverse. Within an inner circle, an entirely different landscape, and a differently 
drawn Comet, with a tail like a feather. Legend, between the inner and outer circle, 
OFFENSI ‘NVMINIS ‘ASTRVM.* Copper. 28mm. 18 A. S, 


Our plate II, No. 5, from a specimen in my own collection. 


1 The poor index to Motley’s great work contains author of this paper, in fact, having an indistinct idea 
absolutely nothing by which this quotation could be that years ago he had found some allusion to a Comet in 
verified rhere 1s no reference to ‘Comet,’ ‘Hesse,’ Motley, had to search the whole work carefully to dis- 


‘William,’ ‘ Landgrave,’ or anything relatingthereto. The cover it. Another instance of the value of a good index, 
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This is a rather extraordinary piece. * All the others, of 1577 and 1578 alike, 
have a family resemblance, being the ordin iry Dutch jetons on thin planchets, and 
struck from a die. This is on a very thick planchet, and cast. It is, however, unques- 
tionably original and of the period, probably an imitation. The workmanship, were it 
not cast, would be better than that displayed on the others. 












B. MEDALS 





DATED 1578. 





4. Obverse. The Archduke in a chariot as before, whip in his hand, rearing 
horse, etc. Legend, commencing on the left hand, low down, SPEM «:x* FERT 
‘x’ MATHIAS. Exergue, 15 * 78. 

Reverse. Very similar to No. 1, but has no lily in legend, and the Comet’s tail 
is more spread. Legend, commencing in left hand corner, * OFFENSI -x* NVMINIS : 
ASTRVM -x* The punctuation marks a little uncertain 









Plate II, No. 6, from specimen in my collection. This looks as if the die was 
altered from 1577. 











5. Obverse. The Archduke ina chariot drives more leisurely, no whip in his 
hand, and no sun above. Legend, * SPEM * ADFERT * MATHIAS °* 
Reverse. The Comet among many clouds, over a walled and many-towered 







city (no sea), all wethin an inner circle. Legend, OFFENSI * NVMINIS * ASTRVM. ° 
1578 : 
Van Loon, I, 239 II; our plate II, No. 7 







There are no doubt many minor varieties, differing only in punctuation. These 
medals must have been struck in great quantities and except No. 3 are not rare. 
Neumann describes altogether six varieties. After much study I am unable to identify 


them, as he only distinguishes them by the punctuation, and 






very tew specimens are 
t t 







in fine enough condition to make that a reliable guide. They are probably all de- 
scribed above. See Neumann, Nos. 34,217-34,222. Neumann also (No. 34,186) gives 
a piece similar to those described, with the date 1574!!! as being in his own collec- 
tion. I cannot consent to recognize this. Mathias’ coming had never been heard of 





} 


at that time, nor is there any record of a Comet that year. Van Loon says that these 
jetons have been restruck (?) in later times (dans d 

a differentes reprises), and probably 7f this 1574 exists, it is a counterfeit of later 
fabrication. 





es tems posterieurs ont ré uvelles 














6. Obdverse. An armed figure bearing a lance (emblem of war), trampling down 
growing flowers, which, however, spring up all around (representing the liberties of 
the people trampled on by the armed Spaniard and yet springing up again). Legend, 
ATTRITA RECRESCO (trampled down, I grow again). 

Reverse. The Comet over a many-towered city, within an inner circle. Legend, 
OFFENSI ® NVMINIS ® ASTRVM ® 1.5.7.8. 













Van Loon, I, 247; our plate II, No. 8. 





This medal, like all those of 1578, was probably struck on the occasion of the 
great banquet given to Mathias at Brussels, January 21, 1578, at which, after the 
manner of the country, two actors addressed the guests with rhetorical speeches. One - 
of them represented “The heart that sighs after a good which it expects,” and the 
other, the “ Consolation of the people.” The reverse inscription, it is said by some, 
referred to the wrath to be expected, as a result of the frivolity of some citizens who 
had the hardihood to represent the Comet in the procession of the Triumphant Entry 
by paper lanterns. It bears no inscription alluding to Mathias, and was probably 
struck by the extreme anti-catholic party. 


{To be continue 1.) 
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THE ARMADA MEDALS. 


Art page 89 of the April number (1889) of the Journal, I stated that I hoped to 
find room for a note respecting the designer of the large medal a, and a further mention 
of the Tapestries. Il] health and enforced absence from home, books, and manuscripts, 
have been causes potent in delaying the promised communication, which, however, I 
now proceed to make. 

I have good reason to conjecture that the designs, if not the manipulative execu- 
tion, of medal a, and probably 4 and c, should be assigned to Nicolas Hildeyard, or 
Hilliard, best known as Queen Elizabeth’s miniature painter. Now, bearing in mind 
that Hilliard was brought up to the craft of a goldsmith ; that, after the Queen’s de- 
cease, James I appointed him, by patent, his principal drawer of small portraits and 
‘“embosser of medals in gold;” that he had previously been appointed “ goldsmith, 
carver, and portrait painter” to Queen Elizabeth, the following extract from the Do- 
— — of her reign, dating four years only before 1588, demonstrates, precisely 
enough, that Hilliard was then employ ed upon art work akin to these medallic concep- 
tions : 


“1584. July 8. Richmond. The Queen to Derick (Dirck?) Anthony, graver to the 
mint, and to Nicholas Hildyard. As our Great Seal, by much use, waxes unserviceable, we have 
resolved that a new one shall be made. We therefore desire you to emboss in lead, wax, or 
other fit stufl, patterns for a new one, according to the last pattern made upon parchment by 
you, Hildyard, and allowed by us; and by the same pattern to engrave and bring to perfection 
with speed a new Great Seal in aver, of convenient massiveness, in form as near as may be to 
the former, and when finished, deliver it to our Chancellor, to be by him brought to us.” 

No other names, of which I am aware, are in documentary existence as being, in 
1584, connected with the production of art-work at the Queen’s mint ; and if Anthony 
and Hildyard were bracketted for such employment as designing and completing a 
Great Seal in that year, why should they not have been engaged, four years later, upon 
the production of these Armada medals ? 

In respect of the Tapestries I have not yet been able to learn how they were 
secured by the House of Lords; but part of their history is as follows : 

Atter the departure of the Spaniards, Howard of Effingham, desirous to commem- 
orate the British exploits performed under his leadership, ordered ten pieces of hang- 
ings to be executed in Flanders, where they were woven by one Francis Spiering, from 
designs of Cornelius de Vroom. That they were in possession of Lord Howard, in 
1602, appears from the following excerpt from the State Papers, Rolls issues : 

‘1602. Dec: 23. John Chamberlain to Dudley Carleton. Mention made that ‘ the 
Lord Admiral’s presents to the Queen on feasting her were less precious than was expected, 
being only a suit of apparel, whereas it was thought he would bestow his rich hangings of all 
the fights with the Spanish Armada in ’88.’ 


WM. TASKER NUGENT. 


BRASS CASH AND THE AGE OF BRONZE 


Tue familiar little brass cash, with the square hole for stringing them together 
on a thread in the centre, are, strange to say, the lineal descendants, in unbroken order, 
of the bronze axe of remote Celestial ancestors. From the regular hatchet to the 
modern coin one can trace a distinct, if somewhat broken succession, so that it is im- 
possible to say where the one leaves off and the other begins—where the implement 
finally merges into the medium of exchange. Here is how this curious pedigree first 
worked itself out. In early times, before coin was invented, barter was usually con- 
ducted between producer and consumer with metal implements, as it is still in Central 
Africa at the present day with Venetian glass beads and rolls of red calico. Payments 
were all made in kind, and bronze was the commonest sort of specie. A gentleman 








1890. | AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 


desirous of effecting purchases in foreign parts went about the world with a number 
of bronze axes in his pocket (or its substitute), which he exchanged for other goods 
with the native traffickers in the country where he did his primitive business. Att first, 
the early Chinese in that unsophisticated age were content to use real hatchets for this 
commercial purpose ; but, after a time, with the profound mercantile instinct of their 
race, it occurred to some of them that when a man wanted half a hatchet’s worth of 
roods he might as well pay for them with | 1 | 
] 


I 


to spoil a good working implement by cutting it 
compromised the matter by making thin h 

too slender for practical use. By so doing 

invented it far earlier than the rival claima 

whose electrum staters were first struck in the sevent 


Nn CE 

to Professor Terrien de la Couperie, some of the fancy Chinese h 
retain, date back as far as the year one thousand (a good r , and are so 
thin that they could only have been intended to possess exchange value. And when 
a distinguished Sinologist gives us a date for anything Chinese, it behooves the rest 
of the unlearned world to open its mouth and shut its eyes and thankfully receive 
whatever the distinguished Sinologist may send it. In the seventh century, then, these 
mercantile axes, made in the strictest sense to sell and not to use, were stamped with 
an official stamp to mark their value, and became thereby converted into true coins — 
that was the root of the “root of all evil.” Thence the declension to the “cash” is 
easy ; the form grew gradually more and more regular, while the squar 
centre, once used for the handle, was retained by conservatism and practi 
convenient means of stringing them together. 


hole in the 


cal sense aS a 


THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 


BY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 
[Continued from V XXIV, } 41.) 
II. BERMUDA AND THE WEST INDIES. 
F, JLrregular Practitioners. 
1. BERMUDA. 

80. Odbverse. To Berkeley Every Virtue Under Heaven. St. Paul’s College 
Bermuda. Incorporated A. D. 1726. 

Reverse. God Hath Made All Men Of One Blood. Acts XVII. 26. Pewter 

Amer. Jorr. of Numis., Oct. 1873, p. 45. 

I do not like to class the Rt. Rev. Geo. Berkeley, D. D., Bishop of Cloyne, 
among “irregular’’ medical practitioners, and yet he was a great dabbler in medicine, 
in his own case, and as prescribing for his friends. His “ Siris, a Chain of Philosophi- 
cal Reflexions and Inquiries concerning the Virtues of Tar Water,” and “ Farther 
Remarks on Tar Water,” certainly admit him to our present list. 

The medal described above was obtained by Mr. C. F. Allen of Denver, while in 
Bermuda as United States Consul, and is now in the possession of President Gilman, 
of Johns Hopkins University. It is apparently very rare. 

There is another, an Irish medal, connected with Berkeley, which I shall here- 
after refer to in its appropriate connection. 

2. CUBA. 

In elsewhere describing the medals, etc., of Sanitation, which is but the depart- 
ment of preventive medicine, I gave, so far as then known to me, those illustrating 
the Water-Supply of cities. Among them was the following. 

Havana. Inauguration of the Water Works in 1858. 

VOL, XXIV. 8 
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he arms of the city. A crowned shield, surmounted by Neptune in 

I iwh Dy 5} uting sea-horses 

Re An inscription of twenty-three lines, with names of Captain-General 
Concha thers. Bronze and tin. Oval, of size varying from 39 x 44 to 33 x 36. 

Frossard’s Sixteenth Sale, Oct. 21, 22, 1880, No. 1420; /bid., Forty-second do., 
April 10, 1885, No. §18; Storer, Medals, etc., illustrative of Sanitation, 7he Sanitaréan, 
\ugust, 1887, p. 164, No. 112 

I have recently learned of another. Neither of them, however, do I include in 
this serial enumeration of Medical medals, as regards numeration. 

Mat 1872 

Obves he city arms. A crowned and laureated shield, with the legend: 
NOBLE-yY MUY-LEAL Above and below, inscription in five lines, of official names, 
ending with that of King Amadeo I of Spain. 

Rei A river-god, with trident and urn. Beneath, F. cRoNEs. Inscription: 
INAUGURACION DEL ACUEDUCTO BURRIEL Exergue: MATANZAS 16 MAYO 1872 Gilt 
coppe {Oo mn 


Weyl Sale, Berlin, Oct. 14, 1878, No. 1651. 
3. HAYTI. 

In the sale of the collection of Dr. Carson of Canandaigua, N. Y., May 27, 28, 
1886, there was offered, though not regularly catalogued, the Seal of the Surgeon-in- 
chief of the military forces of the island, which, though not a medal, is yet collaterally 
of sufficient interest to justify my inserting it here. I owe an impression of it to the 
courtesy of the Messrs. Chapman of Philadelphia, who possibly may still possess the 
original. 

81. Obverse. A wreath of plume-like leaves, united by a sinuous line. Inscrip- 
tion: LE MEDECIN EN CHEF DE L’ARME® DE j S™ | DOMINGU® (the latter two words 
within field.) 


Revers Blank. Silver. Oval. 21x27. 34x 42 mm. 
II. CENTRAL AMERICA. 
1. MEXICO. 
A. Personal Meda: 

82. A gold medal has been conferred upon Dr. P. Bustamente of Guadalajara, 
Jalise yet merely know of its existence, through Dr. J. W. Bastow of Colima, 
who has promised to obtain for me its description. 

B. Medical Colleges, Hospitals, ete. 

83. Obdverse. Nude bust of the Emperor Iturbide to right, with military badge 
(the Guadaloupe’). Beneath shoulder, E. GORDILLO. Inscription: AUGUST (rosette) 
MEX (rosette) 1 (rosette) IMPERATOR (rosette) CONSTITUT (large rosette). 

Revers A blazing star. Beneath, PROTOMEDICATUS | EIUS * QUE * SODALES | 
OBLATAM ‘JAM ‘ FIDEM | EXIGUO * HOC * MUNERE | DENUO * TESTANTUR * 1823. Silver, 
bronze. 26. 39 mm 


Weyl, Fonrobert Catalogue (Mexiko), No. 6553, fig. 

This medal is very rare. It is in my collection. A specimen was in the Anthon 
Sale, Part V, No. 1419. Mr. H. H. Bancroft of San Francisco, the Historian of the 
Western Coast of America, has kindly searched out for me its origin. He writes me 
as follows: “It is commemorative of Augustin I (Iturbide) in his efforts to revive the 
utility and efficiency of the ‘ protomedicato,’ after the general relaxation of all branches 
during the long revolutionary struggle. The protomedicato was the office of a proto- 
médico, or physician acting by royal appointment in adistrict. Later it was a tribunal 


authorized to examine and license physicians, surgeons, pharmaceutists, and phleboto- 


mists. At one time it acted also as a board of health. The office of protomédico 
existed from an early day after the conquest of America. In 1570 the king resolved 
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to send out protomédicos generales, who hac to reside in a place having an audienci: 
and during the residence of such officer no other protomédico could act within tl 
district of that audiencia. The duties of the protomedi 
nformation relative to the advancement 
history of his district, and to license com] 
prac tice any of the above mention¢ 
duty of introducing reform: 
“The protomed 
de medicina, 
done away with 1 
estudios.’ I beli 


llowed t 


lat examplk 
I 


84. Obvers. 


Before dome, a trophy Inscriptio 


Beneath, to left, L. R(ovira 

Reverse. Inscription: sI 
PRESIDENTE CIVD. | ANTONIO LOPI 
Silver, bronze. 26. 404 mm. 

lbid., No. 6644. A specimen was in the Anthon Sal 1420. 

This very rare medal is also in my collection. To Mr. Bancroft, of San F 
cisco, I owe the following account of its history. “This Santa Anna medal is « 
memorative of the laying of the corner stone of a Veteran’s Home on the plan of the 
French Hétel des Invalides, a report on which may be found in the ‘Memoria de 
Guerra y Marina, 11 de Enero de 1844.’ ”’ 

Unlike Poor and Work-Houses, these asylums for the incurably wounded, 
pled and prematurely decrepit, fall within the group of hospitals. his instance 
there is also chronicled a medical event, so that the piece might be ¢ ped in two of 
our subdivisions. : 

2. GUATEMALA. 
B. Medical Colleges, H 


85. Inscription : HIPPODROMO DEL HOsPI 
for fifty centavos. Brass. 22. 

86. As preceding, but for twenty-five centavos. 

87. As preceding, but for ten centavos 

The above three tokens appeared in the Leavitt Catalogue of May 11, 12, 1886, 
No. 226. I presume that the circus, or race-course or bull-ring, referred to, is an 
example of the many ways employed to obtain funds for benevolent purposes, which 
are so common in ‘certain foreign countries. 


ae 
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re 
tt 


ae 


IV. SOUTH AMERICA. 


1. VENEZUELA. 


— 


ira Talks 


88. Obverse. DR. ALACOMBE PUERTO CABELLO \ 

Reverse. Blank. Tin. 

This is in the Government (formerly the Lee) Collection. Of its history I have 
as yet been able to ascertain nothing. I presume that the individual commemorated - 
is a regular or irregular practitioner of medicine, though were it a European medal, 
this would be far from certain, for many that have been thought medical have been 
found, upon investigation, to be of jurists and general philosophers. In the United 
States there are similarly quite a number that I have thus far failed to find explained. 
What, for instance, is to be said of the Dr. SELLECK, whose name appears upon one of 
the tokens of Chesebrough, Stearns & Co. (silk goods), of New York, in my collection. 
And what of the unifaced Dk. MARK (AND HIS LITTLE MEN), which I also have. 








6 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [JANUARY, 


With reference to the true character of the above piece, I may add that I have 
received the following general statement from Prof. A. Ernst, of the University of 
Caracas, Director of the National Museum of Venezuela. 

‘There were never any such (medical of any kind) medals struck in this country. 
The only thing that comes near to it is perhaps a bronze statue which was erected in 
1883 to the memory of Dr. José Vargas, a most eminent physician and sometime 
Rector of our University.”’ 


2. COLOMBIA. 
F. Pharmacists, etc. 

Santa Cruz de Mompos. 

89. Obverse. The staff of Aesculapius, crosswise. Behind, a branch of laurel. 
Upon the staff, a patera, from which the serpent drinks. Inscription: RIBON HERMA- 
NOS | + MOMPOS +¢ 
Reverse. A flag, upon which a seven-pointed star; in centre of this, within a 
wt Above, 2% CENTAVOS Exergue: HADIN A PARIS Copper. 30 mm. 

Weyl, Fonrobert Catalogue (Stid-Amerika), No. 8215, fig. 


y knowledge of this piece I owe to the courtesy of Mr. Lyman H. Low, of 


3. BRAZIL. 
B. Medical Colleges, Hospitals, etc. 

Lio de Janeiro 

90. Obverse. Bust of the Emperor to left, in military coat covered with Orders. 
Inscription: D. PEDRO II IMP. CONST, — E DEF. PERP. DO BRAS. 

Revers View of the Hospital. Inscription in exergue: LANCOU A‘ PEDRA 
FUNDAMENTAI DO NOVO HOSPITAL DA SANTA | CASA DA MISERICORDIA | 18 #40 
Bronze 33 

This extremely rare medal, upon laying the corner stone of the new Hospital of 

Sacred House of Mercy, has been given me by Senhor Cicero Peregrino of Per- 
nambu I have also a specimen through John Gordon, Esq., of Rio de Janeiro, from 
the Baron de Maya Monteiro of the latter city. 

The City of Re ife. 

91. Odverse. A large building, cross-shaped, with central cupola, seen obliquely 
irom OVE 


Inscription: REINADO bo (the reign of) SENHOR D. PEDRO I. ‘In field, 
\ | FUNDACAO | DA | CASA DE DETENGAO | DA | CIDADE DO RECIFE | NO DIA 8 | DE] 
DEZEMBRO | 1850. Silver, copper. 34. 
A portion of this “Detention House” is a hospital. The medal is excessively 
rare. I have impressions of it from Senhor Peregrino of Pernambuco. 


F. TZokens of Pharmacists, etc. 

Rio de Janeiro. 

92. Obdverse. Three beaded circles. Within the smallest, the Brazilian arms ; 
a crowned shield half encircled below by branches of laurel and bay, tied by ribbon ; 
upon the shield, the hemisphere encircled by pearls. Inscription between the central 
and inner circles: GRANADO & C4 | (rosette) | RUA I2 DE MARCO. N®°12 (rosette), 
Inscription between the outer and middle circles: FORNECEDORES | + + + DA CASA 
IMPERIAL + + ¢ 

Reverse. Three circles, the outer and inner beaded, the middle one lined. 
Device, a pentagonal hollow star; within, + | MARCA (curved upward) | REGISTRADA 
(curved downward) | + Inscription between inner and middle circles : DEPOSITO GERAL 
00 LICORTIBAINA | (rosette) RIO pz JANEIRO (rosette). Inscription between outer and 
middle circles: (rosette) # IMPERIAL DROGARIA + (rosette) | #E PHARMACIA # Copper. 
18, 





In my collection. 


















PERU. 





4. 
Pharm 


Callao. 

93. Odverse. A mortar, with pestle. Inscription: M. R 
Reverse. MiTAD (One half [real]) Bronze. 244 mm. 
Weyl, Fonrobert Catalogue (Siid-Amerika), No. 9184. 


Lima. 

94. Dr. Barstow, of Colima, Mexico, writes me that he has in his collection, but 
now mislaid, a brass token, about the size of a Mexican real, from a Lima druggist. 
I shall hope eventually to obtain its description. 

5. BOLIVIA. 

95. Obdverse. Bust of President Belzu, to left. Inscription: EL MINIST? EJE- 
CUT® AL PROF® DE MEDIC’ Y CIRUJ“ PEDRO ASCARRUNS. 

Reverse. Aesculapius, with serpent-entwined staff. Inscription: EN PREMIO 
DE SUS SERVICIOS AL PRESIDENTE CONSTITUCI*! DE BOLIVIA. Silver. Oval. 22 x 27. 
374 X 44 mm. 

lbid., No. 9456. 

96. Obverse. As that of preceding. 

Reverse. Laurel branches, bound below by ribbon, forming a wreath above. 
Before this, an open book, upon which, to the right, cons | TiTu | cron | —-— and to 
left, BOLI | VIANA (an anchor) Inscription: LIBRE POR LA CONSTITUCION. — Silver. 
Oval. 37% x 44 mm. 

Tbid., No. 9457. 

Dr. Ascarruns, commemorated by these two medals, was Staff Surgeon in 1850 
to Gen. M. Y. Belzu, President of Colombia. 


6. ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
B. Medical Colleges, Hospitals, ete. 

Buenos Ayres. 

97. Obdverse. A hospital building. F. Zuccotti (fecit). Inscription: nHosprTaL 
ESPANOL BUENOS AIRES. 

Reverse. Inscription: LA SOCIEDAD ESPANOLA DE BENEFICENCIA. CON MEMORA 
LA INAUGURACION DE LAS OBRAS DE ENSANCHE (of the works of enlargement) DE su 
HOSPITAL I§ DE AGOSTO 1884. Silver. 20. 

In the Government (formerly the Lee) Collection. 

The above description I owe to the kindness of Surgeon J. S. Billings, of the 
U. S. Surgeon-General’s office. 

7. PARAGUAY. 
A. Personal Medals. 

City of Asuncion. 

99. Odverse. Beneath the imperial crown, the double-headed eagle of the 
thirty-third degree, holding a sword in its talons. Above, a radiant star, with the 
letter G. Beneath the sword, the All-seeing eye. On the left of the eagle @.. and 
on the right @.. Legend, on a circle surrounding the field, above, BENEMERENTI 
PREMIUM; and below, ASUNCION I° DE ABRIL DE 1872 (E.". V.’.) 

Reverse. Within a circle, the inscription (in seven lines, the second of them 
curved): MEDALLA | DE BENEMERITO DE LA OR.*. | OPRECIDO | AL SUP.*. GR.’. MAES- 


TRO.". | GR.*. COM.*. | D® JUAN ADRIANO | CHAVES. Near the edge of the circle, in minute. 


letters, s. cacciA... Legend, outside the circle, * POR LOS MIEMBROS DEL G.". 0.". ¥ 
SUP.". ® CON... DE LA REP.’. DEL PARAGUAY. Gold or silver, lead. 28. 

Marvin, The Medals of the Masonic Fraternity, CCCCXCI. 

As to whether the Dr. Chaves above commemorated is an M. D. or LL.D., Iam 
as yet uncertain, but in the absence of further evidence presume the former, although 
it may prove, as in the case of many other generally considered medical medals, that 
the Doctor is in reality of the legal profession. 
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KF. Zoker Pharmactsts, etc. (as yet unidentified). 

I thus far know of but six Portuguese and Spanish-American druggists’ tokens. 
Four of the re of Colombia, Brazil and Peru, and three have been described above, 
N ul Whether the following are of the Southern or Northern conti- 
ni ( 

\ mor nd pest] Inscription : RAFAEL BALLESTAS 
l I & pr ce] b [IO 
( i 4, 1005, Ni 75 


( 
‘ 
the same as that from Callao, our No. 93, though Messrs. 

Wi Low are equally noted for their accuracy in description. 

next I shall commence the enumeration of the medical medals, etc., of the 
. 

I 
WASHINGTON MEDALS. 

Editors of t / 11 of Numismatics : 

[ FIND among my Washingtons a few “Inauguration Centennials ” not described 
by Mr. Low in the October /ourna/. The list I send may be of interest to collectors 
of Washington medals. I have no idea that it is complete, and would be glad to 


hear from some other collectors if they have any more. 

I continue the numbers from Mr. Low’s list, putting pieces with reverses described 
by him first, and ending with a store card or advertising medal of Black, Starr & Frost, 
of New York City, which, although it may not properly belong in this list, was struck 
for the same occasion, and is a much handsomer medal, both in design and execution, 
than most of the others. No. II was pictured in “Harper's Weekly” about April 30, 
last ; but No. I, which varies slightly from it, in arrangement of legend, etc., has, I 
believe, never been illustrated. 

| have twenty-seven pieces, in various metals, nearly all white metal, which include 
the entire t of twenty-two pieces. 

J. H. TEN-EYCK BURR. 

Cazenovia, N. Y., Nov., 1889. 


XII. Odverse as obverse of IV, but without the legend. Reverse. Same as reverse of IV. 
Same bars and ribbon. Same metals and size (24). 

his was used as a campaign medal, but with an eagle pin. It was sold in Washington 
during the inauguration of Harrison and Morton. 


XIII. Odverse. Bust to right within a quatrefoil. Legend, GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
Reverse. Same as the reverse of VI. Pierced, bar and ribbon. White metal. Size 26. 


XIV. Odverse. Naked bust to nght. Legend, GEORGE WASHINGTON ; in exergue, 1789 
Reverse. Same as the reverse of VII. White metal. Size 23. 


XV. Obdverse. Naked bust to right. Legend, on a raised border, GEORGE WASHINGTON 
FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES * 1789 * Reverse. Same design as the reverse of IX. 
Pierced, bar and ribbon. White metal. Size 24. , 


XVI. Obdverse. Naked bust to right. Legend, CENTENNIAL INAUGURAL CELEBRATION, 
NEW YORK; on either side of bust, 1789-1889 ; in exergue, APRIL 30. Reverse. View of Fede- 
ral Hall. Inscription in five lines, FEDERAL HALL WALL ST. N. Y. | WHERE WASHINGTON WAS | 
INAUGURATED | FIRST PRESIDENT | APRIL 30. 1789 Pierced. White metal. Size 20. 
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XVII. Odverse. Naked bust to right. “Legend, INAUGURATED NEW YORK APRIL 30. 
T 


1789. Reverse. View of Brooklyn Bridge. Inscription in five lines, NEW YORK. BROOKLYN | 
PROGRESS OF | 100 YEARS | THE EIGHTH | WONDER Pierced, ribbon and bar, the bar a hatchet 
nscribed, I CANNOT TELL A LIE. Brass and white metal. Size 16. 


XVIII. Odverse. Naked bust to right, within a wreath (leaves of which I cannot make 
AT ] 


ut) on which are thirteen five-pointed stars. No le; 
| 


legend. Reverse. Inscription in five lines, 
WASHINGTON | INAUGURAL | CENTENNIAL | » 1789* 1889 ® | NEW YORK CiTy Pierced. White 
metal. Size 16. 


XIX. Obdverse. Naked bust to right, within a double circle of dots and stars, surrounded 
by legend, CENTENNIAL INAUGURAL CELEBRATION, NEW YORK APRIL 30 1889 Reverse. View 
of Federal Hall, N. Y. Inscription above, WHERE HE WAS INAUGURATED FIRST PRESIDENT OF 
THE U. S. | APRIL 30. 1789; below, FEDERAL HALL | WALL sT. | N.Y. Pierced. White metal. 
mize 15. 

XX. Obdverse. Naked bust to right. Legend, GEO. WASHINGTON FIRST PRES’T U. S.; 
in exergue, * 1789 ® Reverse. Inscription, CENTENNIAL OF HIS INAUGURATION *® | NEW YORK 
APRIL 30, | 1889 Pierced. Brass. Size 12. 

XXI. Odverse. Busts to right, jugata, of Washington and Harrison. Legend, WASHING- 
TON — HARRISON ; in exergue, 1789 — 1889. Reverse. A square tablet surrounded by a wreath of 
olive and oak. Inscription in seven lines, CENTENNIAL OF THE | INAUGURATION OF | GEORGE 
WASHINGTON | AS. FIRST PRESIDENT | OF THE UNITED STATES | NEW YORK APRIL 30. | 1789 
Pierced, bar and ribbon. White metal. Size 24. 


XXII. Odverse. View of the Sub-Treasury Building, Wall Street, New York. Legend, 
THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF WASHINGTON’S INAUGURATION @ In exergue, 1789 — 1889 
Reverse. Two U.S. flags crowned, one having thirteen and the other thirty-eight stars in the 
field. Above the flags in four lines, COMPLIMENTS | OF | BLACK STARR & FROST | NEW YORK; 
below are branches of olive and oak crowned and tied at bottom with a ribbon. White metal. 
Size 32. 

This is a Store Card of Black, Starr & Frost, Jewellers, of New York City. The dies are 
better cut and the whole medal is of better workmanship than any except No. 1. 





GLEANINGS. 


MEDAL 





NAPOLEONIC 





RELATING TO THE LOUVRE. 

At the period when Napoleon was co//ecting antique statues and paintings from 
vanquished Europe, there might be seen at the Louvre, in company with the Apollo 
Belvidere and the Nine Muses, those grand works in plastic art, the Dying Gladiator, 
the old river gods Nile and Tiber, Laocoén and his Sons, and first, perhaps, in all eyes, 

‘*The statue which enchants the world,” 

the Venus de Medici. She especially was considered ¢he trophy most worthy of the 
conqueror, who had described her to the Directory, in July, 1796, (the figure was not 
carried off until about 1800), as ‘/a célébre Venus qui manque a notre muséum and with 
whom fhat museum is lastingly associated in one form of art. For it is a curious indi- 
cation of the times that, on Bonaparte’s State visit to the Louvre, in 1803, Denon, 
then General Director of Art, presented him with a medal bearing his profile on one 
side, and the figure of the Venus de Medici on the other. 


A ROYAL COLLECTION OF MEDALS 


. 


From a paper dated July, 1856, in the Edinboro’ Review, I gather that “ foremost 
among English numismatists, in point of time as well as most illustrious in station, we 
must place Prince Henry, the accomplished and unfortunate son of James I. He pur- 
chased a noble collection, amounting in number, as Scaliger informs us, to 30,000, of 
which 4,000 were gold, from the Flemish numismatist, Gortceus, who describes it as 
having been formed with infinite pains, and as consisting chiefly of Greek coins. The 
collection passed into the hands of Henry’s brother, Charles, who was distinguished as 
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a munificent patron of art in all its branches. Learned foreigners of the period men- 
tion Charles’s cabinet of coins in conjunction with and at the head of his other valuable 
works of art ; and one of these foreigners, Charles Patin, assigns to him a place before 
all the contemporary sovereigns of Europe in regard to his taste and munificence as a 


collector. The royal example had its effect upon the nobles of the Court. Villiers, 
the favorite ; the stately Thomas, Earl of Arundel ; and William, the high-minded Earl 
of Pembroke, were all collectors of coins. To these names may be added that of Laud, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, whose collection, having been presented by him to the 
University of Oxford, escaped the plunder and dispersion which was the fate of his 
sovert s in the civil wai In fact, it is the only one of these early cabinets which 
rel { 


N. B. The Pembroke collection survived until 1848, say two hundred years, the 
longest period of existence of any private cabinet of coins in England with which I am 
Horace Walpole, in 1757, printed, at Strawberry Hill, a catalogue of Charles I’s 
pictures and medals, compiled from manuscripts by Vertue, the engraver, and others. 
“NOT WORTH A RAP.” 

In the Swiss Cantons a Rap, in 1783, was equivalent to .0417 of a penny. Ergo, 
not to be worth a Rap was to be worse off than a penniless pauper; in fact, the most 
utterly impecunious individual conceivable. I give this note with some hesitation, as 
I never heard the expression used in the States. It is out of fashion here in these 
days, but was a popular phrase in the days of my youth. 

Wimbledon, Oct. 25, 1889. WM. TASKER NUGENT. 


ENGRAVED VIRGINIAN MEDAL, 


Mr. R. A. Brock, of Richmond, has given us the following account of a curious engraved 
Virginian medal, which is interesting from several points of view, but especially in the use of 
the word pRiMuUM in the obverse legend, for QUARTUM which was early employed. From its 
device it seems to date to the early days of the Revolution. While Virginia did not inflict the first 
wound on the British lion, the honor of which belongs to Massachusetts, yet she was, by the 
appointment of Washington as the first General of the Continental Army, entitled to be re- 


garded as first in a certain sense, among the opponents of the crown. 


There is now in the possession of Mr. S. G. Crockburn Harvey, Huntington 
Valley P. O., Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, a very curious medal of fine gold, so 
faithfully engraved that impressions printed from it, which furnish the accompanying 
descriptions, have the soft effect of fine copper engravings of the last century. The 
medal was preserved from destruction by the former husband of Mrs. Harvey, Hon. 
Edward A. Turpin, a native of Virginia, but a citizen of New York when in 1858 
appointed Minister to Venezuela, where he remained until 1861. He found the medal 
in the shop of a jeweller, in Maracaibo, and purchased it at its metal value, $23. How 
it got to South America, or how or by whom it had been preserved intact and unin- 
jured so long, he failed to ascertain, It is oblong in shape, measuring two and one- 
eighth by one and five-eighth inches. Its description is as follows :— 


Obverse. Ona field azure, within an escutcheon of scroll and floral borders, a 
female figure, erect, with head helmeted, bust bare, and remainder of figure in outline 
drapery, save the fore legs and feet, which are bare. The left leg extended forward, 
left hand grasping double-headed spear, held perpendicularly —the right arm holding 
a shield bearing a Medusa-head with serpent locks, possibly denoting that of a tyrant. 
The whole surrounded with the legend in Roman letters: city OF WILLIAMSBURGH 
% VIRTUTE ET LABORE FLORENT RESPUBLICH X 
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Reverse. A male figure in armor, head almost in profile, body half turned to the 
front, the right arm raised and bent, the hand grasping a spear which is thrust into 
the breast of a lion rampant, its head bearing a crown (Britain), its paws drooping 


the tail turned down between the hind legs. Motto beneath in Roman letters: EN 
DAT VIRGINIA PRIMUM- Above the figures, the firmament with a circle enclosing 
thirteen stars, and above, the motto, in Roman letters: IN HOC SIGNO VINCI 
I am without information as to the origin of this medal, but may conjecture that 
it was designed by John Page, who was one of the committee appoint y the Vir- 
inia Convention of 1776 to devise a Seal for the Commonwealt Where executed, 
| by whom, are matters of curious interest. The devices and mottoes of the Great 
Seal of the State, as offered by George Mason, another member of the committee, 
ind the author of the “ Bill of Rights,” were entirely different. They were adopted 
and have remained unchanged, save that in 1779 the motto of the reverse of the Seal 
was changed from Deus nobis haec otia fecit to Perseverendo. The whole history of 


the Great Seal of Virginia has been lucidly and circumstantially given in a report 
made by Col. Sherwin McRae, and communicated by Gov. William E. Cameron, Feb. 
25, 1884, to the Speaker of the House of Delegates of Virginia [House Document 
No. xi]. 


MASONIC MEDALS. 
(Continued from Vol. XXIV, p. 44.] 

DCCXCIV. Obverse, Within a serpent-ring a triangle surrounded by 
formal rays, having on its centre a globe belted with the zodiacal signs, showing 
Virgo, Libra and Scorpio. Legend, outside a circle of points which encloses 
the serpent-ring, above, G.*. 0.". DE FRANCE and below, CONGRES MACONNIQUE 
| Grand Orient of France, Masonic Congress]. Between pr and FRANCE is the 
All-seeing eye; dividing the legend, on tablets, are 1789 at the left and 1889 
on the right. A second circle of points outside the legend. Reverse, Within 
a chain of love-knots is an equilateral triangle, one angle pointing downward; 
the extended compasses on the upper side so arranged with the triangle as to 
give the effect of a six-pointed star, within which is a Liberty-cap; over the 
joint of the compasses is a radiant five-pointed star, with another on each 
side of it: the field between the emblems and chain is filled with sprigs of 
acacia and a circle of dots surrounds the whole. No legend. Silver and 
bronze. Size 32.' 

Obverse, Minerva with helmet, spear, and level; Masonic implements near her: 
and legend; apparently from the obverse die of DCXXI: Reverse, LYCEE REPUBLI- 
CAIN DE PARIS. Silver. Size 19 nearly.? 

This last obverse is also muled with a die bearing a bust of Louis XVI, as 
described on page 250 of my work, and is found in silver, size 19. Possibly it may 
have some connection with the Lodge which issued the following, but I see no good 
reason for calling either Masonic. 


DCCXCV. Obverse, Bust of Louis XVI to the right. Legend, Lup. 
XVI. REX CHRISTIANISS. [Louis XVI, Most Christian King.] Reverse, Appar- 


1 This is a recent piece, struck on the occasion of 2 This piece was exhibited in the Worcester, Eng- 
the gathering of a “ Masonic Congress” in Paris during land, Exhibition in 1884, as Masonic; the obverse seems 
the summer of 1889. I am enabled to describe it by to be such, and was described under DCXXI, the 
the kindness of Bro. Ambrose Webster, who happened place of mintage being then unknown; this mule locates 
to be in Paris at the time the Congress was in session, it, but I cannot accept it as anything but the issue of 
and was presented with an impression, which I believe some Society, who used the Masonic obverse from 
is the only one in America at present. The device of fancy. See note 450 in my volume, and that on DCCXV, 
the obverse is substantially the same as DLXXXVII. _ below. 


VOL. XXIV. 9 
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of CLXXNII, having the same inscription. Silver. 
‘obverse of CLXVII, (a wreath of laurel) 
ld having been left blank for engraving. 
ame medal, (an altar, phenix and legend). 
r the trowel at the right of the altar, which 
us dese ription. Silver. Size 19.? 
lyre between two branches of laurel, etc., as 
|, LOGE OLYMPIQUE DE LA PARFAITE ESTIME a 
OSC I legend. | Olympic Lodge, of Perfect Es- 
1¢ working tools as on reverse of DCXXXVI! 
se, As obverse of LIII, but the cross is Teutonic, 
| by a smaller cross, or, | 
itcheon bearing a doubl The 
reverse of LIII. 
E-cossais of Paris.‘ 
, as obverse of CCXLIV. 
tools, (square, compasses, etc.,) as 
er and brass, octagonal. Size 14. Struck 


t 
Lt 


bling CCCXXXVII, and as it is possibly the 
it, though my impression is that the obverse at 
temple has three doors and on the frieze PHILONOMES ; 
over the centre, ORIENT [east,] and over the right, sup 
her only in that the words 0.*. DE PARIS below 

| “in the exergue,”’ as 


» N’s in script, the sec- 

ipher, but the letters are 

losed within branches of 

he Imperial eagle grasp- 

the right of the cipher a 

radi I the left a level of different 

nt moon. Legend, above, LOGE DE NAPOLEON 

WY, .. DE FONTAINEBLEAI | Lodge of Napoleon the 
{ Fontainebleau]. Reverse, The square and compasses 
nal rays proceeding from the letter G, and surrounded 
e top and crossed and tied at the bottom with a narrow 


, [describe from pessibly about 1804. There is an impression in the 
Bruxelles, without Lawrence Collection with the obverse engraved, show- 
t was struck by the ing the intention of the Lodge in preparing the die. 
f United Brethren, 3 [have seen this piece, but do not recall the size or 
hers of whose medalsI the metal; it seems to have been struck, probably near 
sus mules of pieces the close of the last century, by a Lodge in Paris. 

ie Freneh Royal- 4 This piece may not be correctly described as to its 
nnected with a reverse; the obverse I think is correctly given, but in 
uld judge, by my brief opportunity to examine it, I was unable to 
es, as sug- obtain a satisfactory description. I have seen no other 

a clue to impressions. 
nerva. It is 5 This medal was shown me by a dealer, while 
that previously described was in the Pythagoras cabi- 
assign this net, now scattered, so that I was unable to compare 

ix, of Paris, them 
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ribbon; the right side formed of oak and*the left of acacia; on the head of 
the compasses is a small star of five points. No legend. Copper and proba- 
bly other metals. Size 23." 
~ DCCCI. Obverse, A wreath of acacia, tied at the bottom with a bow 
of ribbon and close at the top, enclosing the i \ D 
DESIREE | 0.*. DE GRAY in two lines, the fi 
[rue Union. Orient of Gray.| U 
sD. | Che die-cutter’s name. | Reverse, | 
formal rays from which fill the field 
;ALITE FRATERNITE. _ | Liberty, etc. | het 
level with the field, and the edges are smooth. 
metal. Size 26.? 

DCCCII. Obverse, The compasses extended on a graduated < 
degrees and enclosing a level, square, rule, gavel, trowel, and plu 
laced; at the top is the radiant sun; under it, and falling bel t 
the compasses, through which it passes, is a loop of ribbon, on 
words NON MoRITUR. |It does not die, or It is immortal.| Leg 
circle of dots which separates it from the field, LOGE DE L’HI 


] 
idl. 


“1 


A LORIENT DE LILLE. | Lodge of the Happy Union, Orient of Lille. 
A flight of seven steps, on either side of which stands a pillar v with capital ; 
between the pillars the compasses extended, their points res 

ends of a square, and enclosing a star of five points on which is the 

G; at the top is the tetragrammaton on a radiant triangle which illuminates 
the field behind the columns. A rope border surrounds the field on 


obverse and reverse. No legend. Silver. Size as engraved,’ 18. 

DCCCIII. Obverse, A youthful warrior in Roman armor 
and rests on his sword, his right hand placed upon his breast ; 
at his feet on his left, and a stump of a tree with one branch bearing 
his right. Legend as the preceding. Reverse, A bee-hive on the centre of 
the field, around which fly seven bees. Legend, below, curving upward, 
\TTRAHIT DULCEDO | Sweetness attracts.| Silver, octagonal. Size as engraved, 

Struck by the same Lodge as the last. 

DCCCIV. Obverse, Between two branches of laurel, crossed and tied 
with a bow of ribbon at the bottom and open at the top, acipher of the letters 
A R in script, and interlaced. (For amis REUNIS). Reverse, A semi-circular 
flight of seven steps; on the upper step rests the angle of a square, with the 
points of the extended compasses resting upon the ends; within is a five- 
pointed star, on which is the letter G; on either side, at a little distance from 
the steps is a column, that on observer's right bearing the letter B and the 


1 This reverse is very similar to the obverse of seen these medals, which must certainly be rare in 
DCCXLY, and is no doubt of recent date. In the America, if indeed an impression is to be found here, of 
Lawrence collection. either of them. From the volume named I learn that 

2 There is nothing to show the date of this medal, the Lodge which struck them was formed by the 
which was struck by the Lodge named, chartered July “Happy union,” in 1775, of the first Lodge established 
8, 1836, having its Orient in Gray, a town at the head of at Lille, November 6, 1744, under the name “ Saint- 
navigation on the Saone. For an opportunity toexam- Jean” with another, established in 1764, under the 
ine a set of proof impressions of this piece, 1 am authority of the Prince “Comte de Clermont,” Grand 
indebted to Mr. Lyman H. Low, who recently obtained Master of France from December 11, 1743; whose first 
them abroad. They are now in the Lawrence ‘collection. Master was Mons. B. Panckoucke de la Motte, and 

3 I describe these medals from a plate in “Numis- whose name was La Triomphante. All the medals 
matique Lilloise,” etc., by Ed. Vanhende, published at struck by Lodges at Lille, which I have described, 
Lille, in 1558, a copy of which has been kindly loaned are illustrated on Plate LV, figs. 510-514, of the work 
me by Mr. L. H. Low, of New York. I have never cited. ‘ 
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1e top is a radiant delta, bearing the tetragrammaton. An orna- 


‘der surrounds each field. Silver. Size as engraved, 16 nearly. 


‘+, which was closed by municipal authority in Decem- 

1781, taking precedence from May 21 of that year. It 
“Piece of recompense,” engraved on silver, for its members, 
triangular form, and bearing a dog, seated, as its 


gS) 


DCCCV. Obverse, regi a star of seven points is a triangle ; on its 
left side, Fr LE; on the right, 2 MAI ‘and on the base 1783 | Founded, etc. ] ; the 
field is apparently roughened. Legend, above, REG.*. LOGE LA CANDEUR and 

| : | Regular Lodge. of Candor, Lyons.| Reverse, The square 
ing the letter G and surrounded by a wreath of acacia, 
| wit] ‘ibbon at the bottom. Legend, above, souvE- 
383 * | Centennial re 
Size as e ngrave d, 
scription in four lines, LA R.’. 
a space for a name between 
Peace and Union to Very 
, LOD , above, A LA GL.°. DU GaAs. 
NANTES. | lo the Glory of the Grand 
c.| Reverse, A wreath of olive or laurel, tied at 
having the square and compasses enclosing the 
ends of the branches at the top; inscription within 
lines, ASSIDUITE | TRAVAIL | DEVOUEMENT | Assiduity, labor, 
bottom of the inscription are three five-pointed stars, one 
‘opper and white metal. Size 26. 
bverse, Three clasped hands emerging from clouds ; below 
ated as if to represent the ground, and serving at the 
exergue, which contains the date 5812. Legend, 
| on the right, unton (the name of the Lodge). 
rs square and compasses surrounded by rays proceeding from the 
face of the sun in the centre; outside the rays a circle of twelve stars. 
Legend, above, ORIENT DE RHEIMS and below, filling out the circle, two 
branches of laurel. Silver. Size 17. Scarce.‘ 

DCCCVIII. Obverse, The All-seeing eye. Legend, above, L.*. DE 

RFAITE and below, 0.*. DE LA ROCHELLE [Lodge of Perfect Union, 
rom the same pine as the an article on recent Masonics by Bro. Brichaut, who 
it all three of the fore kindly sent me a copy of his reprint of the same. 


nce.” This Lodge, Other medals of this Lodge I have already described. 
LIV, (which was given 4 This Lodge was established April 2, 1776, and I 
tions,”) and also that believe is still working. For proof impressions of the 
DCL, had medal I am indebted to Mr. Lyman H. Low. The 
t 1766, but has Lodge mark is a rhomboid instead of the usual form 
nber, 1851, when it was (which I use in the text for lack of the symbol on the 
Let uis Na on. piece,) and encloses three dots. The branches of the 
consid oa wreath are conventional in form, and I am uncertain for 
which they are intended. There are no berries, or I 
should call it olive. The letters have the proper ac- 
cents. Although bearing the date 1866 I have never 
atthe same till now seen it, and the impressions shown me are 
apparently just from the dies. 

an ent ng originally 5 This medal, which was imported by Mr. Fossard, 

'e Numismatique, 1884, in is now in the Lawrence collection. 
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Orient of Rochelle.| Reverse, A circlesinscribed within a triangular level. 


Legend, BON POUR UN KILO DE PAIN e [Good for one kilo of bread.| Bronze. 
Size 16.’ 

DCCCIX. Obverse, A burning altar similar to that on CCXIX, but with 
nine five-pointed stars on the band below the top; under the clasped hands 
on the front of the altar is a pomegranate within a wreath of acacia tied by a 
ribbon; on the right of the altar the compasses and a rough ashlar, on the 
left a trowel and perfect ashlar with pyramidal top ; — the altar is on a mosaic 
pavement, below which in exergue, in very small letters, F. BREVIERE. Legend, 
COEUNT IN FOEDERA DEXTR&. [Right hands clasped in alliance.] Reverse, 
A group of emblems —a triangular level, at the top of which is a gavel, 
erect, the plumb line of the level falling perpendicularly with the handle 
of the gavel, and crossed horizontally by a rule, all surrounded by a wreath 
of oak leaves bound by a ribbon; a burning torch to the right, and a sword 
in an ornamental scabbard to the left, cross each other in the wreath, and a 
ribbon passes around the sword, and projects to the left. Legend, L.-. 
DE LA SINCERE AMITIE 0.". DE ROUEN 5822. * Silver, nine-sided. Size from 
side to opposite point, 3." 

DCCCX. Obverse, Legend, L.*. DE LA CONSTANCE EPROUVEE surround- 
ing 0.". | DE | ROUEN in three lines. [Lodge of Tried Constancy, ete. | 
Reverse, The square, compasses, and rule interlaced; no legend. Brass, 
decagonal. Size 14. Doubtless a jeton de presence of the I odge named. 

DCCCXI. Obve rse, A temple on a high platform approache -d by seven 
steps in its front; there are four pillars and three windows on the side 
towards the observer, and one pillar oa the front corner of the other side; 
between the pillars and under the pediment, garlands are suspended; the 
door is closed; in the pediment is a small device which is not distinguishable ; 
on the left of the temple in the back-ground is an olive tree; on the right, n 
front of the temple, is a monument in the form of an obelisk on a square 
plinth ; on the plinth is a phenix on a pyre, its wings uplifted and the smoke 
ascending on each side of the monument; above it is a small five-pointed 
star, enclosed within the square and compasses; at the top is an ornamental 
terminal, somewhat resembling a spear-point: over the temple is a blazing 
star, on which is the letter G, very small; on the right, above the front 
of the temple, is the crescent moon in clouds, and on the left, just above 
the corner of the roof, the radiant face of the sun. Legend, LoGE DE s? JEAN 
A L? DE S? QUENTIN CONSTITUEE EN 1744 |[St. John’s Lodge, Orient of St. 
Quentin, constituted 1744.] Reverse, A pelican vulning herself, her young 
in front of her on a rock, her wings outspread ; above her is a delta in clouds, 
from which proceed rays. Over all, and filling the remainder of the field, is 
a tasselled cable-tow with three knots and a loop between each knot. Legend, 
URGET PROLIS AMOR | Love of offspring compels me]. Silver. Size 18 nearly. 
Rare.‘ 

1 The legends show the Lodge which struck this of the obverse seems to be an improved rendering of 
piece, and its purpose, but the date of its issue I have the obverse of the former. From an impression in the 
not learned. I describe it from a rubbing sent me by Lawrence collection. 

Wor. Bro. Shackles. Shown in the Plymouth, Eng- 3 Probably identical with a “yellow copper” piece 
land, Exhibition, No. 366. with the same inscription, mentioned in Schulman's 

2 This is a medal of the same Lodge which struck Catalogue (Ame rsfort, August, 1887). 


CCXIX, and I think a later issue, as it bears a more 4 This is in the Lawrence collection, and from its 
elaborate and tasteful device on the reverse,while that style probably belongs to the last century. 
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DCCCXII. Obverse, The square and compasses enclosing the letter G 
on a small five-pointed star; a wreath of acacia, open at the top and crossed 
at the bottom, surrounds the emblems and fills the field. Legend, above, R.°. 

NDANCE FRANCAISE | Respectable Lodge of French Independence, | 
E TOULOUSE. # Reverse, A field, plain, for engraving an 
1 with a wreath of acacia open 


ne botte m ere 4 


a wreath inserted in 


it the top and 
ie stems cross. 


« 
} 
i 


VV. T. R. MARVIN 


COIN SALES. 


ALI 


Ninety-seventh Sale, in the rooms of the Messrs. Leavitt 
nany Spanish and Franco-American Coins, Medals and 
tons struck for the American Colonies under Louis XV, 
1, rare Scotch and English coins, Crowns and Double 
ollection of American Coins and Medals made by Mr. 
I choice Ancient Coins from private hands. The Cata- 
lots, was prepared by Mr. Frossard, and a few copies were issued with an 
» pieces sold, we te the following: Medallic Thalers, of Ludwig 1, of Bava- 
orty-one pi t! brought $82: llar of Christian VII, of Denmark, struck for Greenland, 
1777, extremely rare and fine, 6.35; the Franco-American jetons of Louis XIV and XV, 21 pieces, some 
in silver and othe n copper, brought from 5.50 to 31.00, the latter price being paid for that with 
undraped and laureated bust of the King, by the younger Roettiers, and with Mars and Neptune on the 
reverse, and legend /arat ultima, etc., which was in very fine condition; an Aureus of Marcus Aurelius, 
Victory crowning the Emperor, 25.00; one of Commodus, draped bust, and Security seated on reverse, 
superb and excessively rare, 27.00; a Solidus of Maximianus, also very rare, 39.00; Stater of Ptolemy I, 
Soter, 120.00; (the only other specimen ever sold in America brought $305.) Gold Medallion of 
Ptolemy II and Arsinoe, with Ptolemy I and Berenice on rev., brought 85.00. A beautiful Decadrachm 
of Syracuse, with head of Arethusa and quadriga on rev., 85.00. Among the medieval coins we note a 
Hardi of Edward the Black Prince, which sold for 19, and a Five-Guinea piece of William III, for 38; a 
‘‘Lion” of Mary Stuart, 22; a Pound piece (XX shillings), of Charles 1, 52; and the last piece in the 
sale, a pewter token of four pence (Canadian) of Lauzon, 1821, sold for 16.60. Altogether the sale must 
have been very satisfactory 
CHAPMANS’ SALE. 


Tue Messrs. Chapman sold the collection of Mr. E. Shorthouse, an English collector, at the rooms 
of Messrs. Bangs & Co., in New York, on the 6th of December. Mr. Shorthouse is a resident of Bir- 
mingham, and a member of the London Numismatic Society. It contained many ‘‘ gems,” rarely we 
suppose to be found in English Cabinets, of early Colonials, many fine Dollars, and some fine ang rare 
Cents; there were also of course some fine and rare foreign coins, the first piece in the Catalogue being 
one of Six Thalers, of Christian Louis of Brunswick, 1654, which brought $20. A rare silver medal of 
the Council of Dort, with date 1619, sold for 7.75; the curious ‘* Nelsonic Crimson Oakes,” with many 
Masonic emblems, but which Marvin rejects as a Masonic, though its history, up to the present time, 
has not been made clear, 6.00; this dates from 1809, and was probably the issue of some private society, 
which adopted Masonic emblems from fancy; we know of but one other impression, which we believe is 
in Gen. Lawrence’s cabinet. A Penny bearing the legend ‘‘ The Theatre of New York in America,” with 
a view of the building, presumably, sold for 4.75. A Birmingham Sixpence, with view of the Work- 
house, uncirculated and believed to be the only one in America,: dated 1813, sold for 50.00; one has 
sold in England for io2, and Mr. Batty, the compiler of an extensive work on English Copper Coinage, 
has been offered and refused 97 for one in his collection. A side-view Bank Penny, of Montreal, 33; 
another, 1839, 24; N. E. Shilling, NE in punch mark, 30; and other early Massachusetts coins at very 
good prices; Baltimore Shilling, 30, and Sixpence, 22; three Elephant pieces, the lot, 145; New York 
Cent of 1786, ‘* Non Vi,” 76; do., 1787, ‘* Liber Natus,” 126; Myddelton Token, 22; Quarter of 1796, 
v. f., 40; Dime of same date, 10; the Cents brought excellent prices. One of °93, chain, ‘* Ameri,” 85: 
95, lettered edge, unc., 40; °96, Liberty cap, unc., 63; Proof set of ’58, lacking the 3c., 45.25; the 
Libertas Americana medal, ex. f., 27. The sale amounted to $3,174, for the 700 lots. It was a very 
interesting one, and we might quote many more prices, did space allow. 


1 From an impression imported by Mr. Low, now I legend as nearly as type will admit. As previously 
believe in the Lawrence collection: doubtless intended stated, R, on the obverse, may stand for Respectable or 
as a member’s jewel. I give the crosses in the obverse Aegudiere. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 


MEDALLIC ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND TO THE DEATH OF 
GEORGE III. COMPILED BY THE LATE EDWARD HAWKINS, F.R.S., F.S.A., AND EDITED BY 
AuGustus W. FRANKS, F.R.S., F.S.A., AND HERBERT A. GRUEBER. PRINTED BY ORDER OF 
THE TRUSTEES OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM. . . . LONDON, 1885. 2 vols. 

THE volumes with this title form a very important and very interesting numis- 
matic work. The preface gives an account of the origin of the work and the accidents 
attending its course toward publication, while in the introduction we find a concise 
statement of the history of medallic art in Great Britain, with some account of the 
urtists and subjects of the more important medals. The whole number described in 
the work is 2624, of which 455 belong to George II, and 370 to William and Mary, 
while Charles I, Charles II, and Anne claim each nearly 300. The really interesting 


+ 


part of the work begins with the reign of Elizabeth, in which are several on the defeat 
of the Spanish Armada. Under Charles e three medals of Cecil, second Lord 
Baltimore, one supposed to be unique, while on another is a curious map of Maryland. 


Under James II, are two medals commemorating the recovery of the silver treasure by 
Captain, afterwards Sir William Phips. Under William III, more than sixty numbers 
ire devoted to medals on the peace of Ryswick. Under George II, we find our old 
friend Admiral Vernon celebrated in no less than 95 numbers, and some pieces in the 
cabinet of the reviewer are not found among them. The most interesting American 
medal is number 292 of the same reign: “THE TUESDAY CLUB OF ANNAPOLIS. May, 
1746. Liberty, as a naked youth, holding a statt surmounted by a cap, seated near an 
altar inscribed, LIBERTAS ET NATALE sOLUM. (Liberty and my native land.) Leg. 
CAROLUS COLE ARMIGER PR#SEs. (Charles Cole, Esquire, President.) Rev. Two 
hands united in a heart: inscription across the field, THE TUESDAY CLUB IN Axnafolts 
Maryland May 14, 1746. Leg. CONCORDIA RES PARV CRESCUNT. (By concord small 
things increase.) 1.7. (See woodcut.) M.B. ®. Extremely rare.”” A short note 
records all that is known of this club. No other specimen of the medal is known to 
the writer. A continuation of this work is doubtful, but is sincerely to be desired. 
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Che next reign swarms with American medals Vv. S.A 


ARCHAEOLOGY. 
REMAINS OF THE MOI 


PROFESSOR F. W. Putnam of Cambridge, ently read paper in B on 
“Recent Researches in American Archaeology.”’ It was remarkable in its scope, and 
the suggestions which it afforded. A brilliant series of lantern views illustrated the 
work of Professor Putnam both here and in the Ohio Valley. The animal mounds 
were shown and discussed as well as the burial mounds and fortifications. Relics 
from them were pictured, and most interesting of all, the charred traces of prehistoric 
cloth, preserved by the exercise of extraordinary care by Professor Putnam himself. 
The Serpent Mound was fully shown in a series of superb photographs. This has 
been bought and has been made into a park, through the munificence of Boston ladies. 
Other mounds, among them the largest one in North America, have been barely 
saved from destruction by the personal influence of the lecturer. 

The latest work of Professor Putnam proved of greatest interest —the Turner 
Mound. This was investigated most recently and has many peculiar and unexplained 
features. This mound contains within it a circular wall of the local stones laid up in 
a rough manner, in a niche of which was discovered the skeleton of the person on 
whose account the mound was constructed. Within this circle there was an altar, 
where fire was kept burning evidently for a considerable time, and on this altar was 
one of the most remarkable discoveries known to the American archaeologist. Here 
it is clear this prehistoric people offered as sacrifices to the fire-god their choicest 
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personal effects, and the relics found on the altar gave evidence of the skill in the arts 
of the mound builders. Among the things found there were ornaments, copper, 
silver, and in one instance plated with gold, curious artistic forms of copper and of 
mica, sheets of mica of a size which would to-day be notable. Sea shells from the 
Atlantic coast, of the genus oliva, mica from North Carolina, obsidian from Colorado 
( r from M ivan, found among these relics, testify to the value of articles 
which had been transported such a long distance. Among the most remarkable 
o] ts were the pearls, which were found in enormous quantities, sixty thousand at 
lk he he fresh water pearls, found in the shells of the river clam (unio) 
ited, evidently for the purpose of stringing into necklaces and other 
oO} nt feeth of animals, the bear, the wolf and even of the grizzly, which is not 
knov t of the Rockies, were found, perforated for ornamental purposes. Evidence 
of t e of iron by the mound builders was also found, the meteorites themselves, 
the: tly hammered, and finally beaten into plates for ornamental purposes. It was 
even beaten into a thin covering for earrings, for which it was valuable from its 
brilliancy. Any one of a dozen different topics suggested by these pictures could 
have been made the subject of an evening’s talk, so full was the lecturer of facts and 
information, 
[he artistic status of the mound builders was touched upon. Pictures of objects 
from the Turner Mound were shown, terra-cotta figures of accuracy and considerable 
artistic skill, and one in particular, very suggestive of the art of the Egyptians in 


posture, features, and even in the shape and ornaments of the headdress. The Turner 
Mound in its pits, a feature not observed before, presents a puzzle to the investigator. 
The curious structures, shaped not unlike reverberating furnaces, with very small 
chimneys, were found to a considerable number placed about the centre of the mound, 
and pointing inwards. No hint as to the purpose of these pits can yet be given. 


EDITORIAL. 


THE desirability of bringing to as early a conclusion as possible the various descriptive 
lists, now publishing in the Yourna/, has induced us to give somewhat more space than usual 
in the present number to these matters, thereby excluding the notices of Society Meetings, 
which have been furnished us by their Secretaries. ‘These lists are of special value to collectors 


of certain groups of medals, and the completeness with which the Yournal has given them, has 
elicited much commendation abroad; we do not lose sight, however, of the other objects of the 
Fournal. We are glad to resume our ‘‘Gleanings” in the present issue, and in the next 


number we hope to give our readers a portion of an interesting paper on Alchemical Medals, 
and to resume the Notes and Queries, etc. 


[HE prevailing epidemic has been very serious in the Boston Printing offices; some of 
the larger offices have been greatly demoralized, and many of the smaller ones might as well 
have closed for the time, from lack of workmen; it has been very prevalent in the building 
where the Yourna/ is printed, “ laying off” a large number of employees, and death has been 
busy among them. We mention this as a part of the history of the winter, and as explaining 
the lateness of publication of this number. 


WaNTED. ‘The Coin Collector’s Journal for October, 1888. Address Wm. S. Appleton, 
18 Somerset St., Boston. 





CURRENCY. 

A St. Louts Police Judge, who is a terror to evil doers, one day had a gambler on trial before him. 
The prisoner denied having played for money, but said chips were used. The Judge fined him $10, 
however, saying that ‘‘chips” were money. After the docket had been disposed of, the Judge was 
approached by the poker player, who asked if the Judge still thought that chips were money. On receiv- 
ing an answer in the affirmative, he said: ‘* Well, I suppose I will have to pay my fine.” Coolly counting 
out ten chips, he laid them on the magistrate’s desk, and before the Judge had time to recover his equi- 
librium, disappeared. The fine was afterward remitted by the Judge, but the ‘‘ chips” are still in his 
possession as a reminder of his ruling that chips were money. 














